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East Central Idaho Table 1: Idaho Falls MSA Labor Force & Employment 
Bonneville and Jefferson counties 
    % Change From 
 Jul 

2006* 
Jun 
2006 

Jul 
2005 

Last 
Month 

Last  
Year 

INDIVIDUALS BY PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

Seasonally Adjusted      

Civilian Labor Force 60,470 61,780 59,800 -2.1 1.1 

Unemployment 1,870 1,940 1,740 -3.6 7.5 

% of Labor Force Unemployed 3.1 3.1 2.9     

Total Employment 58,600 59,830 58,060 -2.1 0.9 

Unadjusted      

Civilian Labor Force 61,810 62,820 60,640 -1.6 1.9 

Unemployment 1,640 1,690 1,550 -3.0 5.8 

% of Labor Force Unemployed 2.7 2.7 2.6     

Total Employment 60,170 61,130 59,100 -1.6 1.8 

JOBS BY PLACE OF WORK      

Nonfarm Payroll Jobs** - NAICS 54,650 55,530 52,950 -1.6 3.2 

Goods-Producing Industries 7,960 7,850 7,640 1.4 4.2 

Natural Resources & Mining 60 60 60 0.0 0.0 

Construction 4,580 4,450 4,300 2.9 6.5 

Manufacturing 3,320 3,340 3,280 -0.6 1.2 

Food Manufacturing 1,050 1,080 1,050 -2.8 0.0 

Other Manufacturing 1,840 1,840 1,840 0.0 0.0 

Service-Providing Industries 46,690 47,680 45,310 -2.1 3.0 

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 13,670 13,720 13,120 -0.4 4.2 

Wholesale Trade 4,340 4,350 4,060 -0.2 6.9 

Retail Trade 7,570 7,640 7,380 -0.9 2.6 

Utilities 60 60 60 0.0 0.0 

Transportation 1,700 1,670 1,620 1.8 4.9 

Information 1,210 1,190 1,140 1.7 6.1 

Financial Activities 2,140 2,120 2,080 0.9 2.9 

Professional & Business Services 9,680 9,960 9,350 -2.8 3.5 

Leisure & Hospitality 4,660 4,620 4,600 0.9 1.3 

Other Services 2,080 2,020 2,080 3.0 0.0 

Government Education  2,690 3,500 2,690 -23.1 0.0 

Government Administration 3,530 3,540 3,520 -0.3 0.3 
*Preliminary Estimate      

**Full– or part-time jobs of people who worked for or received wages in the pay period including the 12th 
of the month 

Educational & Health Services 7,030 7,010 6,730 0.3 4.5 

Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing 280 270 240 3.7 16.7 

Machinery Manufacturing 150 150 150 0.0 0.0 

East Central Idaho News 
BONNEVILLE, BUTTE, CLARK, CUSTER, FREMONT, JEFFERSON, LEMHI, MADISON & TETON COUNTIES 

• Anytime Fitness, a Minnesota-based franchise operation, will open a 
45,000 square-foot facility in a few weeks next to Wally’s Car Care 
Center in Ammon. The workout facility is open around the clock. The 
four-year-old company is growing very rapidly throughout the nation, 
and Ammon franchisee Greg Rasmussen called it one of the highest 
ranking franchise opportunities. Rasmussen calls himself a “gym rat” 
and is planning to open three more gyms in eastern Idaho. 

ECONOMIC TRENDS 
The unemployment rate of the Idaho 

Falls Metropolitan Statistical Area held 
steady at 3.1 percent in July, two-tenths 
of a percentage point below the same 
time last year as shown in East Central 
Idaho Table 1. From June to July, jobs in 
education dropped while construction 
rose and retail kicked into the summer 
season. Some warehouses and process-
ing plants reduced labor due to limited 
product and preparation for a new har-
vest. However, tourism-related jobs were 
up in anticipation of the tourist season.  

AREA DEVELOPMENTS 
Bonneville County 

• The Wal-Mart Plaza, just north of the 
super Wal-Mart in Ammon, now has 
two tenants with space for several 
more. The state’s first Foot Solutions 
franchise opened in May, specializing 
in custom orthotics and diabetic, per-
formance and high-quality comfort 
shoes, including MBT and Chung Shi 
brands.  Custom-fitting can be done 
in the store. Many other products are 
also available for the legs and feet. 
Primetime Golf /Pro Image has also 
been at the plaza for several months. 
The store, owned by long-time Idaho 
Falls resident Scott Baird, offers a 
variety of products with an emphasis 
on golf clothing and equipment. 
Trade-ins can be applied to new pur-
chases. An in-store simulator is avail-
able for customers to test equipment 
before purchasing.  Pro Image spe-
cializes in clothing and sports-
licensed goods for the NFL, colleges, 
baseball and basketball teams. 

• Broadway Ford is moving its used car 
lot across the street in Idaho Falls to 
the former Tesoro/On-the-Go. The old 
building is being turned into a sales 
office and bays for light service and 
repairs. Work should be completed 
on Nov. 1, providing the company 
with more customer exposure. 
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• Crete Café opened in Idaho Falls in August. The café 
is operated by Lois Wright and her son Lance Sim-
mons, who set aside part of their Premier Seafood 
and Meats business to indulge their love for Greek 
food. Specialties include gyros, baklava and lamb 
with orange sauce. 

• Zion’s Bank opened another branch to replace it’s 
mini-branch in the Albertson’s lobby in Ammon. The 
4,700 square-foot branch includes five interior 
teller windows, three drive-up lanes, an ATM ma-
chine, a night depository drop and safe deposit 
boxes. Zion’s has 23 full-service branches in Idaho. 

• JRH Transportation Engineering opened an office at 
Taylor Crossing on the River in Idaho Falls. The com-
pany provides experienced transportation engineer-
ing, design, project management and land use plan-
ning. The manager of the office is Mike Arneson. 

• South Fork Inn & Grille in Irwin recently opened its 
doors to the public following extensive renovation. 
Formerly the Willow, the Grille offers all American 
breakfasts, lunch and dinner favorites and beer and 
wine. The inn features spacious rooms with new 
paint, carpet, lodgepole furniture and remodeled 
bathrooms. For menus, activities and more informa-
tion, the Web site is http://
www.snakeriveroutdoorsman.com. 

• Buck’s convenience store in Idaho Falls is getting a 
whole new look. The store is being torn down and a 
4,000 square-foot retail center is going up. The new 
Buck’s KJ’s C Store will have a much larger retail 
section, a touchless carwash and, of course, gas 
pumps. 

Madison County  

• Ace Hardware has opened in Rexburg just north of 
Wal-Mart. The grand opening is planned for some 
time in October. The Rexburg store is owned by Dan 
Moldenhauer and will be managed by his son, 
Daniel. All Ace stores are individually owned and op-
erated. The store features an upscale gift and home 
décor department and a bike shop along with hard-
ware items. This will be the second Ace store in Rex-
burg. Mickelsen’s Ace Home Center has been in op-
eration since 1937. Moldenhauer believes the two 
stores will work well in one of Idaho’s fastest growing 
cities. 

Tanya Albán, Regional Economist 
1515 E. Lincoln Road., Idaho Falls, ID 83401 

(208) 557-2500, ext. 3587  
E-mail: tanya.alban@cl.idaho.gov 

ON THE WEB — http://lmi.idaho.gov  

Idaho at a Glance 

This pamphlet provides useful information to people who are moving to Idaho. It in-
cludes facts and figures about employment, wages, climate, housing costs,  
education, recreation, quality of life and resources to find out even more.  

Download the PDF file on the Web site, http://lmi.idaho.gov. Look for the graphic 
pictured here and find out more about Idaho. 


